Comment on: Is it ever appropriate to discharge patients with rheumatoid arthritis? SIR, the importance of appropriate standards of care for people with RA cannot be overstated. The Arthritis and Musculoskeletal Alliance (ARMA) welcomes the editorial of Drs Bukhari, Bamji and Deighton [1] and their implicit endorsement of the ARMA Standards of Care for People with Inflammatory Arthritis [2] , standards that are patient focused and take into account the needs of patients throughout the course of their disease.
Evidence points to enormous variation in peoples' experiences and in the quality of care they receive [3] . The ARMA standards also highlight the utmost importance of early intervention and tight control of disease activity when trying to achieve remission and prevent long-term disability [4] .
Recent evidence demonstrates progressive deterioration in function and X-ray assessed joint damage for both those classified as having moderate disease as well as those classified as having severe disease [5, 6] . These findings further confirm the essential contribution of a skilled multidisciplinary team to the management of patients with RA throughout its course. Their input is important throughout the disease course as functional disability and pain have unfortunately been an inevitable consequence of disease duration [7] . The ARMA Standards of Care address the needs of the patient throughout the entirety of their disease.
While ARMA Standards of Care for inflammatory arthritis (IA) were developed with strong patient input, we fear that local and regional commissioning processes to provide services for patients with IA will not. We fear these processes will aim for short-term cost savings at the expense of a skilled multidisciplinary delivered service and will not take into account the long-term disabling nature of the condition with its ensuing costs. 
